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chants. They were also provided with letters not only to
the Viceroy of Mexico, but also to the King of Spain and
to Pope Paul V. Friar Sotelo's arrival in Mexico as the
ambassador of the Protector of Christianity in Japan, and
with a flock of would-be converts, was regarded as a triumph
of the Church, and particularly of the deservedly much-loved
Franciscan order. After great ceremonies in its honour in
Mexico the embassy embarked in one of the best Spanish
vessels, and, escorted by a fleet commanded by General
Antonio de Oquendo, reached Havana a fortnight later, and
finally landed in Spain on October 5, 1614. The embassy
was received with honours in Madrid, where the baptism of
the ambassador was celebrated. He was given the name of
the King, who probably acted as his sponsor, and that of
Francis, the founder of Friar Sotelo's order. Friar Cavo
states that " this embassy did not succeed in establishing
commercial relations between Spain and Japan, on account
of the persecution of Christians going on in the latter
country." It is obvious, however, that no diplomatic negotia-
tions could possibly have been entered into by the King of
Spain with ambassadors who were sent by one of the feudal
lords and not by the Emperor of the country whence they
came. After a very short stay in Madrid the embassy went
to Rome, where the friars and Hasekura were received in
audience by the Pope on November 3, 161 5. It is recorded
that after being presented to his Holiness they read him,
probably with a view of obtaining his support, Latin trans-
lations of Masumane's letters, in which the prince cordially
invited Franciscan friars to his domain, promised to protect
all converts to the Catholic faith, expressed his desire to
hold friendships with his Catholic Majesty, the King of
Spain, and to enter into direct commercial relations with
Mexico. After an absence of six years the embassy returned
to Japan in 1620. This prolonged absence seems to indicate
that it would have been dangerous for them to have returned
sooner on account of the persecution of the Christians in
Japan, and the proscription of their religion. A consider-
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